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firearms. No longer are craftsmen confined to the use of the 
hammer and gravers on the firearm’s steel as expressed most 
brilliantly by the transcendent bulino style. Engraving now 
encompasses precious metal and enamel inlays. Peter’s inspiration 
for the use of enamel was not whimsical, but rather blossomed 
from his studies of 3,000-year-old enamel works on burial objects 
in Cyprus, the finest enamel paintings he saw in the Kremlin and 
in the Hermitage of St. Petersburg, and the magnificent Fabergé 
eggs.

The Jaguar rifle engraving is embellished with solid gold inlays 
of white, yellow, red gold and platinum and multiple hues of 
enamel. The scene on the bottom of the action portraying the 
luminous jaguar attacking the unfortunate mammal exhibits 
the multiple shades of black and gray found in the most 
masterful execution of the bulino engraving style. The Jaguar 
rifle immortalizes the resplendent animal in the glory of its 
colorful and breath-taking habitat. In addition, however, to the 
jaguar representations, the engraving, the precious metals, and 
the enamel show a cascade of wildlife, including a crocodile, an 
anaconda, a capybara, an ocelot, a blue-and-yellow macaw, a 
toucan and tree frogs. 

Among the daunting engraving challenges required to overcome 
was developing an enamel formula and the process for applying 
that enamel to the steel. That process would have to withstand 
cracking or breaking apart due to the massive vibrations and 
flexing of the steel resulting from the repeated discharges of the 
powerful 500 NE cartridge. 

The Message of the Jaguar Rifle
The powerful jaguar can grow to eight feet and weigh over 350 

pounds. Its biting power has been measured as twice that of a lion, 
giving the jaguar the distinction of possessing the second strongest 
bite of all land-based predators. More than two-thirds of its habitat 
is in the Amazon basin. The extent of existing jaguar populations is 
speculative due to its tendencies to hide within deep jungle cover. 

As is the case for many animal species, the jaguar’s survival 
is threatened primarily by loss of habitat from deforestation, 
conversion of land to agricultural and domesticated animal use 
and other indices of human behavior. Some data predicts that 40 
percent of the Brazilian rainforest, home of most of the world’s 
jaguars, will be destroyed by the year 2050. Thus, a double 
destructive narrative develops. As the jaguar loses its natural 
food sources, they begin to devour domesticated animals and 
threaten human the lives. Consequently, the noble jaguar inflicts 
an economic cost and, more ominously, becomes a life-threatening 
presence for humans. 

The message, or ethos, of this extraordinary Jaguar double 
rifle is Peter’s physical testament to raise awareness of the 
circumstances that threaten the jaguar’s survival and to influence 
making corrective behavior that will sustain these animals. Peter 
views the Jaguar rifle as a defining work of his art, in essence, 
his legacy. For him, the rifle’s meaning goes beyond the gun and 
embodies an expression of his personal beliefs and fears. The 
goals are ambitious, but Peter Hofer likely will be successful, for 
he has earned his place in the constellation of the world’s finest 
gunmakers by transforming ambition into reality. 

A variety of flora and fauna brilliantly engraved on the 
underside

The right side plate boasts a variety of colors from red and 
yellow to blue and green to create a vivid scene.

How many different species can you see engraved on the left 
side plate?

Aerial view of the tang 


